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All dalms beir^ allow^e, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in tNs applteatioa If not IndiKtod 
herewith (or pravbusly m^led), a Notice of Allowance (PT0L-B5) or other appropriate communication win be mafled in due course. TFQS 
NOTICE OF AIXOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is aiitject to withdrawal tarn issue ^ the Initiative . 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 131 3 and MPEP 1 30a 

1 . fS This communication is responsive to pmnffmPf fflWf W? ftfOTft t ■ Sffgg- 

2. IS The allowed cialm(s) Is/are 1-30 . 

3. El The drawings Hied on 13 November 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acfcnowledoment is made of a didm for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(aH<l) or (f). 

a)D All b)nSome* cjQNone of the: 

1 • □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

Z □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the prtorily documents have been received in this natlonai Qtage application from the 
Intematlonsi Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(B)). 
• Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE 'MAILING DATE' of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Faflure to timely comply will result in ABANIX3NMENT of this applicalioa 
THIS THREE4M0NTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE 

5. □ A SUBSTTTUTE OATH OR DECt^ARATION n^ist be subrr^ed. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF . 

INFORMAL PATENT. APPUCATION (PTO-1G2} wNch gives reason(s) why the oaOi or declaration is deficient. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets*) must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required l^y the Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-946) attached 

1)D hereto or 2)D to Paper NoTMai! Date ^ . 
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Reasons for Allowance 

1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon ts considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a Hashimoto et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,1 1 5,767) discloses a system and method for 
arbitrating and providing coptrol of a bus for a first device to conplctc transfer a 
predetennined amount of data before a re*arbitration. 

b. Pritty et aL (U.S. Patent No. 4,8 1 9,229) teaches an intenrupt system wherein the^ 
interruption depends on the aixx>unt of untransmitted data. The interrupt will be ignored 
(maintain control of the communications diannel) ds long as a predetermined amount of 
data (less than 10% of the total data or a fixed number of bytes) left for transmission. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Applicant's claimed invention distinguishes over the prior art for the following reasons. 
The claims are allowable over the prior art of record because none of the references, either alone 
or in combination, discloses or renders obvious the arbitiation-and*control apparatus configured 
to arbitrate for control of the serial communications path and, after control is achieved, maintain 
control of the serial communications path as long as at least a first predetermined amount of data 
is available within control of the fir^ serial device, wherein the first predetomined amount of 
data within control of the first serial device mcludes at least some data not available for transfer 
to the serial communications path. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accon^iany the issue 
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fee. Such sufamissions should be clearly labeled **Coininents on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



'3. ; Any inquiiy conceniing this Gommumcation or earUer com^^ 
examiner should be directed to Thuan N. Du whose telephone number is (571) 272-3673. The 
e^uniner can normally be reached on Momlay and Wednesday-Friday: 9:30 AM - 8:00 PM, 
EST. 

If attempts to readi the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynne H. Browne can be reached on (S7 1 ) 272-3670. 

Central TC telephone number is (S7 1 ) 272-2 1 00. 

The fax number for the organization is (703) 872-9306. 
4. Information regarding the status of an sq}plication may be obtaiped from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published plications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
spplications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
sj^tcm, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (BBC) at 866-2 17-91 97 (toll free). 
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